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Institution for Women at Shakopee—were supported by 
grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Minnesota State Arts Council, the Minnesota Department 
of Corrections, and private foundations. 


State Court Systems, 1976 (the 12th edition of data on 
state court systems and the officials who staff them) has 
been published by the Counci] of State Governments, P. O. 
Box 11910, Iron Works Pike, Lexington, Ky. 40511. The 
43-page monograph contains information on such topics 
as: official court names and number of judges; how judges 
are selected; judges’ qualifications; terms of judges; 
compensation of judges and other court officials; judges’ 
retirement and pension benefits; methods of removing 
judges and filling vacancies; data on court administrative 
office; and numbers and pay of legal and clerical court 
assistants. 

The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration has 
been extended for 3 more years at funding levels of $880 
million for-fiscal 1977 and $800 million each for fiscal 1978 
and 1979. The legislation considerably broadens and defines 
LEAA funding in several law enforcement and criminal 
justice areas, stresses the need for active citizen partici- 
pation and channels more funds to the courts. “We are 
pleased that the Congress and the President have demon- 
strated their confidence in LEAA by reauthorizing the 
agency for 3 more years,” said LEAA Administrator 
Richard W. Velde. “I pledge that LEAA will make every 


| effort to carry out the wishes of the Congress and the 
President.” 
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William B. Spann, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga., has been named 
president-elect of the American Bar Association. Active 
in organized bar activities for 40 years, he has been a 
member of the ABA House of Delegates since 1954 and 
has served as its chairman and as a member of the Board 
of Governors in 1961-64 and 1970-72. The election took 
place during ABA’s annual meeting last August in 
Atlanta. 


The interim report, released in September, of a federally 
funded study said New York State’s new drug and sen- 
tencing laws resulted in fewer dispositions, convictions, 
and prison sentences for drug offenses in 1974 and 1975 
than in 1978, the last year of the old drug laws. It showed 
that during the first 2 years the new laws were in effect 
the risk of punishment facing offenders did not increase 
noticeably; the number of drug offenders sentenced to 
prison declined; and the speed with which cases were pro- 
cessed did not improve. “In spite of the slow pace of 
implementation,” the report said, “over 1,000 offenders 
have been sentenced to indeterminate ‘lifetime’ prison 
terms for drug felonies in the 2 years the laws have been 
in effect, so that-a significant number of individual offend- 
ers have been affected by the new laws.” The study was 
prepared by the Committee on New York Drug Law Eval- 
uation, which was formed by the Association of the Bar of 
the City of New York and the Drug Abuse Council, Inc., 
to evaluate the effects of the new laws. The Committee’s 
work was supported by a $412,140 grant from LEAA’s 
research center, the National Institute of Law Enforce- 
ment and Criminal Justice. 
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